THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
which he is placed. If only a small number
of the 330 desert him, not only does he lose on
the immediate issue, but he sets back a number
of causes dear to his followers and perhaps puts
men into power whose policy he may firmly
believe to be disastrous to the nation. Be he
the most conscientious of men, he must ask
himself whether to take the particular risk may
not conflict with his duty as a whole.
There are few vital issues in politics where a
great moral obligation stands out so clear that
all other considerations may be ignored. The
saving of Belgium was certainly a case, and I
think I could find others, though less indis-
putable ; but the usual political question involves
a balance of advantages or a choice of evils.
Lord Milner's famous expression, " Damn con-
sequences," was perhaps the most unfortunate
of that great public servant's life. I can see no
governing principle in politics save expediency ;
but an expediency subject to the Ten Com-
mandments. To erect into an immutable prin-
ciple the continuance, say, of Free Trade or of
an hereditary Second Chamber is to confuse the
means and end. A political leader ought not
to be wedded to any maxims save the good of
his country and the moral law. Of course, if
he be committed to something of which he
repents or which he finds impossible, his only